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NHR Graduate School – funding guidelines  
 
The Graduate School of the NHR Alliance awards up to nine PhD scholarships a year to 
doctoral students from all over the world to promote qualified national and international 
doctoral projects in the field of high-performance computing. 
 
1. Call for applications 

The call for applications is published on an annual basis on the website of the NHR 
Graduate School and is initiated in April of each year. The yearly application deadline is 
September 15. 
 

  2. Application requirements 

NHR scholarships are awarded to graduate students who have successfully completed a 
master's degree program in computer science, mathematics, natural sciences, engineering, 
or another discipline related to high-performance computing.  

In general, the degree program must have been completed by the start of the funding 
program and no longer than 5 years ago at the time of application. 

Financial support in the form of funding is not available for individuals pursuing a doctorate 
(PhD) who have received or are currently receiving funding from other sources for the same 
academic pursuit and duration. 
 

3. Application and eligibility criteria 

Applicants for an NHR scholarship must demonstrate outstanding study and examination 
achievements.  

The selection of scholarship recipients is conducted by the respective supervisors at the 
NHR centers. The ultimate decision is determined by the steering committee of the NHR 
Graduate School. 

The following documents are required to complete the application process:  

• Application form (available on the NHR website) 

• Research statement (description of the planned research project) 

• Letter of motivation  

• Proof of English language skills. Accepted English language proficiency tests are: 

− Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL): internet-based Test (iBT) minimum 
score of 79, not older than two years. 

− International English Language Testing System (IELTS): minimum score of 6.5 in 
the academic test, not older than two years. 

 

https://www.nhr-verein.de/application
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− C2 Proficiency / CPE (Cambridge English: Proficiency) or C1 Advanced / CAE 
(Cambridge English: Advanced): minimum score 180 / Grade C. 

− Certified certificate from school, college, or university if English has been the 
language of instruction. 

 
4. Funding period and scholarship payment 

The NHR scholarship is awarded for the period from April 1, 2026, to March 31, 2029. If the 
commencement of the scholarship occurs at a subsequent date, the financial support will 
end on March 31, 2029. The maximum funding period is 36 months. 

The scholarship comprises a monthly payment of EUR 2.200 in total. According to § 14 of 
the German Social Security Code IV (Sozialgesetzbuch IV), scholarships do not constitute 
remuneration. Therefore, social security contributions are (usually) not required. 
 

5. Funding conditions 

To be considered for the scholarship, a doctoral candidate must formally demonstrate 
acceptance by the faculty of the relevant university or research institution that is associated 
with the NHR host center. Consequently, the scholarship holder must be enrolled at one of 
the associated universities or research institutions of the NHR centers. This demonstration 
must be submitted to the NHR Office via email to: scholarship@nhr-verein.de within six 
months of the scholarship's commencement. 

The NHR scholarship is an attendance scholarship, i.e. scholarship holders are required to 
spend at least two-thirds of their scholarship period at the NHR center where they are 
supervised. Therefore, the disbursement of the scholarship is contingent upon the 
recipient's residency at the location stipulated in the scholarship agreement as the location 
for the dissertation. The scholarship may not be paid to individuals who do not meet this 
criterion. 

For further details, please refer to the NHR Graduate School guidelines and the scholarship 
contract (a template can be provided upon request from the NHR office).  
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